
 

 

Preserving Mahukona 
Seizing the Opportunity 

Mahukona 

Hundreds of archeological and 
burial sites, including Ala Moana 
navigational heiau connects Hawaii 
Nei to all of Polynesia. 

Last deep-water navigational heiau 
not surrounded by development.  
Hokulia commences voyages from 
Mahukona. 

 

 

 

Identified for preservation in North 
Kohala Community Development 
Plan. 

Prioritized for protection by the 
Hawaii County Public Access, 
Open Space, and Natural Resource 
Protection Commission. 

Most heavily used area on the 
North Kohala coast – fishing, 
swimming, camping, cultural 
practices, celebrations… 

In 1848, King Kamehameha III deeded Mahukona to Princes Ruth Keelikolani. Princess 
Ruth did not perfect her deed so that the community would forever be able to freely access 

this important port and recreational and cultural area. 

Opportunity – Canadian pension fund has foreclosed on Mahukona.     
Resort development plans are on hold opening a window of opportunity 
to meet new owner’s financial needs through a preservation sale.   
Preservation sale avoids more litigation over development. 

How  – Multiple transactions over a five to eight year period since 
Mahukona is comprised of nine parcels (tax map keys), four of which are 
less than one acre.    Multiple purchases allows for maximum flexibility 
and early success to ensure momentum to preserve all parcels. 

Cost – Approximately $12 million for 433 acres. 

Who - A coalition of community nonprofits and groups are working to 
secure funding and everyone is welcome to help.   Long-term use and 
stewardship of Mahukona will be determined by the community.   Many 
have articulated the vision per below, but the first step is preservation.   
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Major Benchmarks for Fundraising 


